DOWNTOWN STREETSCAPLE

VILLAGE OF CARY

May 2016
Prepared by: Hitchcock Design Group

) rid } ‘E}'




HISTORIG'

owntown
Cary

Edr. 13593

OWLEDGEMENTS

Village Board

Mark Kownick, Mayor

Dave Chapman, Village Trustee
Jim Cosler, Village Trustee

Kim Covelli, Village Trustee
Rick Dudek, Village Trustee
Jeffery Kraus, Village Trustee
Ellen McAlpine, Village Trustee

Village Staff

Christopher Clark, Village Administrator

Erik Morimoto, Director of Public Works, Village Engineer
Brian Simmons, Director of Community Development

Prepared for the Village of Cary, lllinois

VILLAGE OF
/2

Prepared by:

Planning and Landscape Architecture

DESIG
better

225 West Jefferson Avenue
Naperville, lllinois 60540

T630.961.1787
www.hitchcockdesigngroup.com

il

TABLE O CONTENTS

Background

Introduction

Study Area

Community History and Character
Stakeholder Interests

Jurisdictional Approval/Permit Procedures

Streetscape Vision
Goal

Objectives

Standards

Existing Conditions Analysis
Overview

Strengths

Weaknesses

Opportunities

Existing Conditions Plan

Existing Conditions Photos

Streetscape Design
Design Style

omponent

Proposed Enhancements
Overall Proposed Enhancement
Neorth Enlargement

Jandus/Spring Enlargement
Cary/High Enlargement

Route 14 Enlargement

Gateway Concepts
Character Images
Preliminary Budget Costs

Priority Improvements

5-7

9-15

14-15

16-17

18

19



BACKGROUND

Introd uction

ary adopted a Comprehensive Plan in

ymmends aowntown s

etscape

a more functional

attractive environment

e study establishes

mprovements and to

G pnasing priorities

The streetscape study focuses on the downtown

Spring Street

wntown section

similar concepts a:

Jrovements.

Community History and Character

The history and character of the community is relevant in
developing a downtown streetscape environment that

is authentic, representative of the Village of Cary and
supportive of community events and activities.

In 1841, William Dennison Cary purchased land at the
current location of downtown. Soon after in 1856, a train
station was built, a post office added, and the community
was designated Cary Station. In 1893 the village was

;i ted as Cary, lllinois.

The character of the community is defined by high-quality
residential living within a well-preserved natural setting.
Community sentiment is that the image of the community
ld be improved to better reflect its true character.

The downtown is an important asset within the Village with

ute 14 and the Metra Station, although

many c:mT\.mum:y members believe it to be underutilized
nd not reflective of the true character of the community.

Most community events

held within the downtown,
ding Main Street Fest, Cruise nights, ’I e Merry
Cary festival and the Farmers Market. There is a cﬁesrre to
modate these
ommunity events along with everyday
functional uses

improve the downtown to better accom

important

Stakeholder Interests

The Comprehensive Plan is reflective of community
stakeholder input and can be used as a basis for the initial
C\Jmmuﬂ\'[" Impressions

Village staff representatives were directly involved in the
design process, providing input and direction regarding
proposed improvements.

The Cary Grove Area Chamber of Commerce can
provide valuable input regarding programmed events
and activities. The Village will engage the Chamber as
individual projects are studied in more detail over time
The Village Board reviewed the concepts and provided
input during the process. The Village Board will continue
to ”‘\‘mly participate in the refinement of the streetscape
design as downtown improvements advance

Junsdlct|onal Approval/ Permit Procedures

reets within project area are within Village jurisdiction
e exception of Route 14 which is within IDOT
and subject to their requirements.

with t

jurisgiction

The railroad tracks are the Union Pacific Northwest line
and work within the railroad right-of-way is within their
jurisdiction. Metra also has jurisdiction over the train
station area

LA



STREETSCAPE VISION

Goal

Establish a downtown streetscape that is reflective of the Community
image: A high quality, historic, small town that embraces the natural
environment.

Objectives

1. Determine the most appropriate
streetscape improvements that will
improve the pedestrian
environment in downtown Cary

2. Incorporate streetscape components
to support community events and
activities

3. Incorporate sustainable design
practices, consistent with community
sentiment

3

Standards

1. Sustainable; consider the environmental,
economic, and cultural longevity of
improvements

2. Multi-dimensional; improvements will
accommodate day-to-day activities along
with a variety of special events

3. Healthy; provide an attractive,
comfortable, clean and safe environment

4. Attractive; improvements will be
engaging, stimulating, and representative
of the community

5. Distinctive; Differentiate the area from
nearby towns

6. Respectful; respect for resources and
stakeholders

7. Barrier-free; Areas will be accessible by all




EXISTING CONDITIONS ANALYSIS

o]

verview

The Vi walkable

down “ular access to lllinois
Route The Metra commuter station is a positive
asset and contributes to the pedestrian environment

ape
nenities but could
10date pedestrians,

and reflect the history and

Strengths

1. Compact, walkable downtown

ka [SS I ]

Oy U

. Metra commuter station within the downtown

Close access to Route 14
Popular programmed events

. On-street parking

Viable downtown businesses

. Adequate sidewalk widths
. Pedestrian amenities (light poles, planters, banners,

benches,

9. Historic architecture

n

ositive ¢ unity image

Weaknesses

Downtown image doesn't reflect the quality and natural
character of the community

. Metra station lacks pedestrian amenities

flic patterns at intersection of Main, Jandus
and railroad tracks
ian amenities do not extend throughout the

entire project are:z

High percentage of land area dedicated to automobile

treets, parking

Unconsolidated private off-street parking lots

Lack of public parking when commuter lots
(perception or realit
Lack o
Low percentage of public greenspace/landscape
within the downtown
Under-utilized private properties

2. Qverhead utilities

Opportunities

[

w

A

w

038

Reduce the amount of area dedicated to vehic
wnere excessive, increase pedestrian areas and
improve interface with roadways

Add pedestrian features and amenities to
improve safety and comfort

Improve quality of materials and design to be
more reflective of history and community image

. Improve off-street public parking, access, and

wayfinding

. Increase support facilities for programmed events
. Increase the amount of trees/green space

plantings within the downtown

Incorpaorate environmental best practices and

sustainable components

(]
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INISTING CONDITIONS ANALYSIS

Spring Street looking South
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Design Style Components (Continued)

Components




Enhance village parking lotf crehte
better connections to Main Street
Roadway and catenary

lighting

Permeable paving in

street parking spaces

Landscape buffer arodnd

- off-street pafking fots
Enhance Main Btree| as
downtown festival street

= —= =

y

Legend

{J Existing tree

& Proposed tree

[0 Decorative paver crosswalks

Landscaped areas

B8 Permeable paving

[ Concrete additions : D

A Main Street gateway and lighting ——

+ Pedestrian light ;

= Roadway/ parking lot light
+~— Traffic Signal

= Bench
' » Trash receptacle
* Planter : -

" Painted crosswalks

High Road ‘@

A &
— Additional landscape bed and
E street trees A ; i
B ¥ ; / Future Metra'Station improvements o
o : A — Streetscape along Route 14 building
S A \ 7 - “  frontageto tie in with downtown
@ \ ¥ y ) SEE
iy — 5 / ’ 3
(RS X & . - -
- s £ Improve pedestrian environment at
: intersection by reducing roadway-
2 s pavement where possible
g Ldal 3
Y L s - ". = o L HV [ . e i By i — c
Malq SBéet N\ o w e i et | AT
= . . - 3 - : R - R
] = - - h: LS = ™ 3 * 7 Downtown'gateway andlwa;yﬁndillag =]
= - — < L . : ~ consistent with community image
= G g "%o, . — Reconfigure roadway and commuter
EFs 1145 o 1L parking to create Jandus Road
| S A '°:90 N streetscapeffestival space
, o | 1 : <
P = — 3
B | 3 :

Y s ff o /e
o _-: k}.‘ .-“ : \ 777.l
= ,Ca? Strost— — Wl — ; e TN ™Y
,,,,, e rarri B | " - = » - Seaich avzes “——._A ~
=l i ? 3 ~ \— Columnar street trees along
' s _ ~_business fronts
X © || [T Improve intersections-to define limits
! |« - ofdowntown = . | o
¥ — ® I =



NORTH ENLARGEMENT
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ROUTE I4 ENLARGEMENT I o
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GATEWAY CONCEPT 1
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CIHARACTER IMAGES
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Parking - Perme

“urbed planting bed with storm water Curbed planting bed Raised planting buffer Street trees in tree grates



sateway

example

signage 10 parking

Wayhinding signage

LED street tree uplighting

Nayfinding signage to parking



